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ADOPTION. 

Christians are said te be adopted into the family 
of God. This is what we ought to understand clearly, 
because this, with many other points of importance 
in the Christian system, has been misunderstood, be- 
cause it has been misrepresented. 

Among men, adoption is receiving a child of ano- 
ther person, into our family, with the promise and 
engagement to treat it as achild in raality, with 
suitable food, raiment, and instruction, together with 
the privilege of becoming an heir to our estate. 

With thes idea of adoption among men, it has been 
er»posed that the bible doctrine of adoption into 
God’s family did agree. But a great difference will 
be visible by a little attention to the subject. Man 
adonts the child or children of others to be his own, 
whiek were not bis own; to whom he had no claim, 
an? towards whone he could claim no particular rela- 
tio: Thischild or these children, thus adopted, are 
adimiiced to the privileges and bounty of parents to 
whom they did not belong. But by our adoption in- 
to the family of God, the case is otherwise. God 
adopts neae but bis own children. There is no fa- 
mily aside frorm God’s fram whence children are 
adopted into his family. This is necessary to be un- 
derstood in order to refute the erroneous idea of our 
being natarally the children of another, and that 
God takes us from a family not bis own, to. be the 
children of his own family. ‘ Have we not al! one 
Futher?” **hath not one God made us?” “‘ God is the 
former of our bodies, and the father of our spirits.” 
here is no being in the Universe, whom we may 
consider as our father, compared to the God who 
mace us. It is true, we have fathers of our flesh, 
who have corrected us, and we gave them reve- 
rence; but all this is with design that we should be 
in subjection to the greater father of our spirits and 
live. God formed the body of Adam of the dust of 
the ground, and breathed into his nostrils the breath 
of life, and man became a living soul. This was not 
only the case with Adam, but all our bodies were 
formed by him, though in a different process. Thus 
we read, ‘“* That he is the former of our bodies,” not 
of Adam’s only, but of all his posterity. Ihave been 
the more particular, under this head, to show that, 
originally and exclusively, we are God’s creatures, 
God’s children. We are said to be the children of 
the wicked one; the children of the Devil, &c.— 
Hence it has been supposed that God, in adopting 
wicked men into his family, has taken the children 
of another, children that were not his own, and 
male them heirs to the heavenly inheritance. But 
how are we the children of the Devil? Why are 
men inscripture calied his children? Ans. They are 
not called his children because he made any of them; 
for we have before proved that God formed the bo- 
dies, and is the father of the spirits of all mankind. 
What hand, then, had the Devil in our creation or 
formation, which can entitle him to the character of 
our father? Ans. In tcripture, we are called the 
children of the Devil, because we imitate him; be- 
cause we live in sin, and join with him against our 
only father and God. We are said too to be the 
children of disobedience: but is digobedienee our fa- 





ther? The phrase, children of the Devil, makes him 
no more our father, than the phrase, children of dis- 
obedience, makes disobedience our father. The no- 
tion, that we are clildren of the Devil, in the sense 
to. which we allude, and that God, the great father 
of us all, is our enemy on that account, is too simple 
fur men to believe, who are allowed to reason on the 
subject, and who havea revelation which teaches 
thern otherwise. 

On the supposition that there is a Devil, a distinct 
being from all others; still, we have no account of 
his making or forming, or any way producing a race 
of children, who may be denominated Devils, in con- 
tradistmetion to mankind, who (we have proved) are 
the offspring or children of God alone. Granting 
that the Devil has persuaded man to join him in re- 
bellion against God, and that men are his children in 
such sense; yet still, men are God’s creatures, tho’ 
rebellious creatures; tuey are God's children, though 
rebellious children. Hence I conclude, that there 
is no sense in which we can be called the children 
of the Devil, which can destroy the truth of our be- 
ing the children of God in reality, and in every just 
sense of the word. Thus we are God’s children, not 
the Devil’s; we are God’s creatures, not those of 
the wicked one. 

The question now is propounded, what can be 
adoption? If all men are the children of God, how 
are they adopted? If they now are of God’s family, 
how are they adopted into his family? It must be re- 
membered that while men join in sin and allow 
themselves in transgressions, though they are chil- 
dren, they are rebellious children. Buta person is 
adopted by being made sensible of his guilt, and of 
the favor of God towards him, that there is forgive- 
ness with God for bim, and that the heavenly inhe- 
ritance is sure. Adoption, then, is the manifesta- 
tion of God’s merciful intention towards a sinful 
creature; in which his sins are set in order before 
him, and a fuli and complete salvation, flowing from 
God’s unchangeable and everlasting love. It is not 
the beginning of divine love, but only the manifest- 
ation of that love of God, which always did exist, 
and which never can cease till God becomes a 
changeable being. A man at such a time feels con- 
vinced of two things: first, that he is not rejected 
of God, as his former fears led him to apprehend ; 
secondly, he is satisfied that God is his father and 
friend, which formerly he greatly doubted. Hence 
this person considers himself in a new family, and 
the privileges and blessings he enjoys, with the 
peace of God, which passes all understanding, ex- 
cite him to believe that now for the first time he is a 
child of God, and interested in hismercy. These 
are the first thoughts of him who is brought out of 
darkness into marvellous light. Yet all this light let 
into the mind, with all the discoveries of God’s love 
and mercy, and the sonship to which this ereature 
finds himself admitted, is not new as to God, but is 
new only to the creature. He hereby comes to the 
knowledge of the truth; of that truth containing the 
blessings which God had always designed for him. 

Adoption sometimes means the completion of our 
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74 
licity. Waiting for the adoption, to wit, the redem 
tion of our body. Pom, viii. 25. This is the ho: « 
and firm expectation of those, who have secn a... 
tasted that the Lord is gracious. Thus adoption 
means nothing more than putting a person into ,the 
possession of the heavenly inheritance, which was 
always designed for him; or causing a sinful erea- 
ture to see and taste, in a degree, of the privileges of 
God’s children. 





REMARKS. 

Adoption is a great blessing. It dispels ovr 
doubts and fears, confurms us, in a degree, to the 
divine will, persnades us to live soberly, ighteoush , 
and godly im the present life, and cnables us to re- 
joice with joy unspeakable and full of glory. It is 
that, which makes the difference im the conduct 
of men; enabling some to shine as lights, and to 
glorify their father, who is in heaven; while others 
are groping in darkness, and blaspheming their 
God and Saviour. It puts its possessor into the 
possession of peace and joy, inclining hitn to love, 
adore, and sdmire his Creator, and to be kind and 
mercifuj towards men: to formive chemies, and, as 
far as in him lies, to live peaccabls ~~ all nian: 
kind. This is the 7 rev ailing temper of hin Whe is 
made acquainted with the truth; who ienstvesh that 
his Redeemer liveth, and, who is persnacded that 
Christ has tasted death for him; so that with Paul 
he can sav Christ loved me, and gave himself for 





Our subiect further teaches us that the ac- 


me. 
complishincnt of adoption is after men cxist: but 
thus to adopt 


the design and purpose of God 
men, was from eternity. Hence as all men are 
posed for reconcili: ation, bi Lim, whe has «: 

to reconcile all things to hinself; 


ulr- 
ged 


al] men are aduptcd in the divine pur, ose.—Epiior. 


For the Gospel idvorate. 
*“ You shall an! vou shan’t, sou con and you can't, 
* You'll be dam’d if you do, and be dam’d if you don"t.” 

The Calvinistic doctrine of “ election and re- | 
probation,” hatched and brought forth in the 
dark ages of monks and friars, lazy priests and | 
superstition, one would think would not be 
preached in the light of heaven, at tne present 
day. It should only pass with the trompery 
whichaccompanied it at its birth: the holiness of 
a toe nail, and the efficacy of a lock of hair. to 
work miracles, are its fit associates, and with 
them it should have been consigued to the man- 
sions below. 

In this country, we have a right to believe or 
disbelieve transubstautiation—we have a right 
to say whether we believe a priest competent to | 
create ont of dough “the Lord of Lords and 
King of Kings.” Whether bya few holy grins 
and Juwings and twistings of the lips he cur: | 
transform the bread and wine into the real body 
and blood of Christ Jesus. We have also a 
right to examine “holy writ,” and for ourseives 
construe its meaning : moreover,we have a right 
to give money to thie priest, or letit alove: on 
all these things we have a right to act without 
fear of a whipping-post or the gallows. 

The day of bigotry and priest craft is passing 

apace, and with it many ef the notions once 
considered the Christian’s creed. The doctrine 
of election and reprobation, has perhaps a more 
secure foothold than almost any other error.— 
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Jn this he acts as 
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Its professors are extremely numerous, when we 
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consider the vast number of Mahometans who 





are among its firmest adherents. In this 
country I believe it has passed its me ridian, and 
will ere long descend the western horizon. — Jts 
downward course would be greatly accelerated 
did its advocates proclaim it in its purity:— 
Aware, however, of the darkness on which jt js 
built, they seldom gratify their hearers with 

“tid bit,” served up afict the fashion of John 
Calvin. Notwithstanding this apparent delica. 
cy and wariness, the inhabitants of a Village 
where a recent revival took pli ce, Were gratified 
with a precious morsel trom the hands of 

stranger, who grossly misjudged the palates be 
bis audience, and came near puting a <epper 
on the revival. When the late subjects of hone, 
conviction and despair looked rovad about and 
Saw the mystery in whieu they were about to 
be engulp hed, they drew back. Meat is ton 
a for babes. Vhe preacher was of the old 

Calvinistic school—bat even himself durst o ily 
diaw the outlines of this mystery of inysteries 
io the audience he gave-the privilege of filling 
up the blank 

‘To suppose the Almighty the author of a doe- 
trine which declares (Mim to create innumerable 
for the express purpose and wit an 
and wnalier POPU. 
HELL, for a feeling 
‘The Devil in their creed has the honor 
OWD purposes a 

Calvinists!! 
the Almighty, 
who made him for that purpose. and esaciously 
receives the gratuitous gifts «f his Creator.— 
Morcover the poor Devil hunself was created to 
take charge ef the miser.. ble hinedom prepared 
to be populated by the author of all KINDNEss, 
IMPARTIALITY, AND LOVE. 

'Ehis is the substance of Calvinism, * pure 
and undefiled”: if it appear too gross for the 
mind of the reader, he nmbust remem! er, that it 
stands before him in ail its nat've de- 
formity. JAMES. 


beings, 


etcornal ahle intention of 
is too hetrous 


mina. 


all besides 
an agent for 


FOR THE GOSPEL ADVOCATE. 

There is one very common practice of the 
clergy who hold to the doctrine of the endless 
damnation of infants, which ts peculiarly unfor- 
tunate. It is acustom the *y have of urging that 
in favor of their positions which they have seen 
refuted, and must therefore know is not evi 
dence in favor of their positions. It is adimil- 
ted to be a correct rule for discussion, never to 
bring an objection a second time, until after you 
have rebutted the arguments which vour oppo 
nent urged against that objection when you first 
presented it. The public are often insulted 
from the pulpit, in violation of this rule, by the 
class of clergymen [ huve enomeraced; and the 
fact is the more to be lamewted from its occur 
ring in that place, since it has a tendency to 
create distrust and suspicicn. in the minds of 
the hearers, upon points where, perhaps, none 
existed before. 
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A case in point has recently occurred, which | fast as a new succession is made; the present 


will serve to illustrate this position. 


In the | moment is all, that: we can have at once; Lut 
spring of 1823, the Rev. Mr. Squier, a Calvin- | 


by the use and exercise of reascn during the pas- 


istic clergyman of this village, at that time, | sing moments of time, a fund of knowledge may 


. . { 
chose for a text, Matthew xxv. 46, with a view 


be obtained, which does not recede as new ideas 


to refute the doctrine of God’s impartial good- | advance ; but the knowledge of the past re- 


ness. ‘That text, the preacher contended, was | 
to be understood as applicable to some point of | added. 


time which is yet future, according to the appli- 
cation which some have often made of it before. 
Such a reading can never be maintained, nor, 
unless I am much mistaken, will any attempt 
its defence. As a proof of which I nay state, 
that in this paper, on the 11th of April, 1825, 
that sermon of Mr. Squier was noticed, and his 
application of the text so completely destroyed 
as to satisfy all who looked at the subject, that 
he was in error, and that the time of the iulfil- 
ment of that scripture, was during the then pre- 
sent generation. So satisfied were the people 





of the village, upon this point, that they gave it 
up, by common consent, (except the few who 
refuse ever to enquire) and admitted that the 
clergyman was in error. 


Many, who were satisfied upon that occasion, 
that the 25th chapter of Matthew has no allu- 
sion to a time now future, were present when 
the successor to Mr. Squier, the present incum- 
bent, gave, some weeks since, a lecture from 
a part of the same chapter, in which he urged 
the same application of the text which Mr. 
Squier had done! They were astonished, that a 
man whose learning and knowledge are said to 
be great, should thus err, in. so plain a case, 
and before an audience who had _ so recently 
had occasion to examine the subject—and they - 
did not repress their feelings of surprise. I 
confess I was quite at a loss for the preacher’s 
motive when I heard him name his text where 
he did, and still more so when I saw, in the 
course of his arguments, that he omitted entirety 
the connexions of his text. which positivelyconfine 
its meaning to a point of time that has now been 
past more than 1700 years! Now I say, with- 
out fear of refutation, that no man can defend 
the application of these clergymen’s texts, to 
continue still future so long as they admit the 
trath of the bible. But, says the reader, the 
clergy must be able to defend that position, or 
surely they never would assume it. ‘To this I 
answer, neither of them can defend it, nur can 
any other man; and bt leave the public to search 
for the motive that induces them to preach such 
error, while they will not run the risk of at- 
rempting to prove it true. V. 





TIME AND REASON, 

What is more precious than time? what en- 
dowment is preferable to reason? Yet reason. 
without an opportunity for its exercise would be 
useless 3 and time without Treason could not use- 
fully be employed. Time is said to be moneu ; 
it is not a large sum enjoyed at omce ; but it is . 
a constant succession of money, which is lost as | 


‘the profession of public notary. 


Strasburg. 


mains that the knowledge of the present may be 
Thus happy is the man, who, by the 
improvement of time and reason, getteth under- 
standing. O time! O knowledge! ye are more 
precious than gold.—Eprror. 





As the adherents of John Calvin are unwearied 
in their endeavors to exouerate him from the 
“ damning charge” of having procured the 
murder of Servetus, we publish the following: 
From Rees’ Introduction to the Racovian 
Catechism. 


BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCH OF 
MICHAEL SERVETUS. 

Michael Servetus* was born in 1509, at Vil- 
lanueva in Arragon, where his father exercised 
After having 
passed with extraordinary success through the 
customary routine of juvenile instruction, he 
was sent to the university of Thoulouse tostudy 
the canon law. During the three years he pas- 
sed in tuis celebrated seat of learning, he devot- 
ed a large portion of his time to the critical pe- 
rasal of the Scriptures, an employmentto which 
he was probably excited by the spread of the 
Reformetion, and which eventually led to his 
renunciation of the prevailing opiniow concern- 
ing the Trinity. Apprehending that in France 
he could not with safety pursue his theological 
inquiries, or give publicity to his own convic- 
tions, he removed, in 1530, to Basil in Switzer- 
land, where he obtained the esteem and friend- 
ship of the most eminent of the reformed clergy 
in that city. Having given these divines credit 
for more enlarged views and more liberal spirit 
than they bad imbibed, he made no scruple of 
avowing to thei the opinions he had been led 
to embrace. But he soon discovered that they 
were as little disposed as the Catholics to extend 
toleration to any who pursued their speculations 
further than themselves ; his friend Ecolanpa- 
dius having taxen occasion in some letters 
which he addressed to him, to upbraid him in 
no very gentle terms with the heresy of his sen- 
timents. Finding himself thus under unpleas- 
ant restraiat, where he had looked for freedom, 
he quitted Basil in 1530 or 1531, and went to 
in the latter year, and shortly af- 
ter his arrival in this city, he published his first 
work on the Trinity vader the following titl— 





* His Spanish parme was Se vedo; sometimes he 
called binisclf Reves,a word formed by the transpo- 
sition of some of the le'ters of bis original surname.— 
Occasionally it is found written Renes: but this is an 
evident error of the press, the letter u beiiig mistaken 
fora. At the latter part of bis life he called himself 
Michael Villanovenus, or simply Villapovanus, from 
the place of his birth. 
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“The Errors of the Doctrine of the Trinity ; 
in seven books. By Michael Servetus, other- 
wise Reves, of Arragon in Spain.” It was print- 
ed at Haguenau in Alsace, by John Seccer for 
Conrad Rouse, a_ booksellerof Strasburg, to 
whom Servetus had given his manuscript at Bas- 
il. The appearance of this book produced a 
very powerful sensation among the leaders of 
the Reformation, who embraced every opportu- 
nity to hold it up to public execration as much, 
apparently, from the dread of being charged by 
their Catholic adversaries with holding the o- 
pinions of the authur, as from their real abhor- 
rence of the tenets it advocated. Bucher, who 
resided at Strasburg, is stated to have declared 
publicly to his congregation, that the writer de- 
served to have his intestines torn from his body. 

Servetus, not deeming himself secure at 
Strasburg while this storm raged, returned in 
the same year to Basil; but finding Ecolanpa- 
dius most highly incensed against him for his re- 
cent publication, he took his departure for Ly- 
ons. On his way he passed through Hague- 
nau, where, in 1532, he published, with his 
name as before, his second work, entitled, Dia- 
logues concerning the ‘Trinity ; in two books. 
Four chapters concerning the Reign of Christ. 
{t is affirmed that, in order to obtain pe:mis- 
sion to quit Basil unmolested, he had promised 
to publish a recantation. This promise he art- 
fully contrived to fulfilin words, in the preface 
to the latter work, in the first sentence of which 
he states that he retracted all that he had writ- 
ten in his seven books against the received doc- 
trine of the Trinity,—not, however, he proceeds 
to intimate, because what he had written was 
false, but because it was imperfect. 

On his settlement at Lyons, Servetus, in or- 
derto escape persecution, took the name of 
Villanovanus, from his birth place. After a 
residence of three vears in this city he went to 
Paris, where he applied himself to the study of 
medicine with so much success that lie soon ob- 
tained his degree of doctor, and was admitted 
one of the public lecturers at the university.— 
From Paris he returned to Lyons. Here he 
was occupied in superintending the press of the 
Trechselii, celebrated printers of that place, for 
whom he edited anedition of Ptolemy’s Geog- 
raphy, which was published in 1535, and again 
in 1542 ;—and also an edition of Pagnius’ Bible 
in Hebrew, with an interlined Latin translation 
which appeared in 1542. In 1544 heremoved 
his residence to Vienne in Dauphiny, where he 
practised as a physician, and enjoyed the friend- 
ship and patronage of the archbishop of the 
>» province, to whom he dedicated the sccond e- 
+ dition of Ptolemy’s Geography. 

’’ After his settlement at Vienne, Servetus en- 
tered into a cogrespondence with Calvin, then 
residing at Geneva. In the letters which pass- 
edon this occasion, both the learned combat- 
‘ents displayed considerable warmth ard acri- 
mony of spirit in the defence of their respective 
theological systems ; and the freedom with 


which Servetus arraigned the tenets of the Re. 
former laid the foundation of that implacable 
resentment to which he ultimately owed his ru- 
in ; for Calvin scrupled not to avow that he 
would be satisfied with no atonement for this 
attack upon his creed short of the death of his 
adversary, should the disposal of his life be ey- 
erin his power.* While things were in this 
state Servetus committed to the press his last 
and most celebrated work, intitled “ Christiani- 
tv Restored.” It was printed in 1553 at Vien. 
ne, by Balthazar Armoilet, but neither the place 
nor the printer’s name appears ia the title page: 
nor was the author’s name attached to this pub- 
lication ; the letters M.S. V. standing for Mi- 
chael Servetus Villanovanus, are however pla- 
ced attheend. Calvin was in possession of the 
secret that Servetus was the writer of this ob. 
noxious book, acopy of it having been for- 
warded to him by the author. By means of a 
young man named William Trie, a native of 
Lyons. then residing at Geneva in consequence 
of having embraced the reformed religion, he 
procured some sheets of it to be conveyed to 
France, and put into the hands of the inquisitor 
at Lyons, with an intimation that the anthor 
was in his neighborhood. He afterwards sent 
several of the ietters which, in the course of a 
confidential correspondence, he had received 
from Servetus, in order to furnish additional ev- 
idence to convict him of heresy and blasphemy. 
On the ground of these documents Servetus was 
arrested at Vienne, and committed to prison ; 
whence, however, he soon efiected his escape. 
After his flight he was tried, convicted, and 





sentenced to the stake; his books were com- 
mitted to the flames, and himself burnt in effigy. 

Servetus escaped early in the month of June, 
1553. His intention was to proceed to Naples ; 
and with this view, after wandering for some 
time, he went to Geneva, where he was recog- 
nised in the month of August, and at the insti- 
gation of Calvin committed to prison. Various 
attempts have been made by the apologists of 
the Reformer to remove from him the foul  stig- 
ma of being the author of his adversary’s arrest; 
but, in truth, Calvin himself never denied oi 
disguised the fact. On the contrary, he express- 
ly avows it in more than one of his printed 
works, and takes the credit to himself for hav- 
ing thus acted towards a man whose principles 
he held in abhorrence, and whom, on more than 
one eccasion, he thought fit to brand with th: 
opprobrious epithet of dog.* 





* Calvin, writing in 1546 to Viret, minister 
Lausanne, uses these words: Seruets wishes to com: 
hither ; if he should come Iwill never suffer him to xo 


away safe. See Book, Vol. ii. p. 360. 

+ Calvin, in his works Fidel. Expos. Serveti Erro- 
rum, thus avows the part he acted in this transaction: 
** All the proceedings ofour senate are ascribed te 
me : and indeedIJ do not dissemble that he (Serve- 
tus) was thrown into prison through my interference 
and advice. Asit was necessd#ry according to the 





laws of the state that he should be charged with some 
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Servetus, on being taken into custody, was 
deprived of the property he had about him, 
which was of considerable amount, and thrown, 
like acommon malefactor, into a damp, squal- 
id, and noisome dungeon. Proceedings were 
immediately instituted against him for his al- 
leged blasphemies. The accusations were pre- 
ferred by Nicholas de la Fontaine, a person re- 
siding in Calvin’s House, either in a menial sit- 
uation, or for the benefit of his instruction ; but 
the real prosecutor, as was manifested in the 
course of the trial, was the Reformer himself. 
Servetus repelled the whole of the charges with 
great firmness, and openly avowed himself the 
author of the writings that were stated to con- 
tain the heretical opinions for which he was 
arraigned. His trial proved exceedingly tedi- 
ous and vexatious, and lasted from the 14th of 
August to the 26th of October, when, a majori- 
ty of his judges having decided against him, he 
was condemned to be burnt to death by a slow 
fire. 

If Servetus cannot be commended for the 
temper with which he sometimes replied to his 
accuser, it is impossible to view without feelings 
of disgust, mingled with deep concern, the man- 
ner in which Calvin acted during the whole of 
these iniquitous proceedings ; and particularly 
observe the savage tone of exultation with which, 
immediately after his conviction, he stated to a 
friend the eects produced upon his victim by 
the communication of his sentence. “ But lest 
idle scoundrels should glory in the insane obsti- 
nacy of tae man, as ina martyrdom, there ap- 
peared in his death a beastly stupidity ; whence 
it might be concluded, that on the subject of re- 
ligion he never was in earnest. When the sen- 
tence of death had been passed upon him he 
stood fixed, now as one astounded ; now he 
sighed deeply ; and now he howled like a ma- 
niac ; and at length he just gained strength e- 
nough to bellow out after the Spanish manner, 
Misericordia! Misericordia /? The truth, 
however, is, that Servetus bore his fate at this 
trying season with great firmness and serenity, 
disturbed indeed, occasionally, by the view of 
the terrific apparatus which was preparing for 
liis execution. He never wavered in his reli- 
gious faith. When exhorted onthe last morn- 
ing by Farell, the minister of Neufchatel, and 
the friend of Calvin, who was appointed to at- 
tend him, to return to the doctrine of the Trini- 
ty, he calmly requested his monitor to convince 
him by one plain passage of scripture, that 
Christ was called the Son of God before his 
birth of Mary. 





crime, 1 admit that Iwasthus far the author of the 
transaction.” Writing to Sultzerus, he observes,— 
‘** When at last he was driven here by his evil desti- 
py, one of the syndics, at my instigation, ordered him 
to be committed to prison; for I donot dissemble 
that I deemed it my duty to restrain as much as lay in 
my power a man who was worse than obstinate and 
ungovernable, lest the infection should spread more 
widely,” 


The day following that whereon sentence 
had been passed upon himhe was led to the 
stake, praying, “ O God, save my soul; O thou 
Sun of the eternal God, have mercy on me.”— 
In order to aggravate his sufferings he was sur- 
rounded by green faggots, which, after half an 
hour of excruciating tortures, completed the 
work of death. In the same fire was burnt, at- 
tached to his body, his last book, Christianity 
Reviewed. Thus perished Servetus at the age 
of forty-four, ina Protestant state, for exerci- 
sing that right of private judgment in the for- 
mation of his religious opinions, which his per- 
secutors had themselves acted upon in dissent- 
ing from the Church of Rome ! 





FROM THE PHILADELPHIA REFORMER. 


SECRETARY YATES, 
AND NEW YORK TRACT SOCIETY. 
It appears that Secretary J. V. N. Yate, su- 

perintendant of common schools in the state of 
New York, has brought himself into difficulty in 
consequence of lending his aid to serve the cler- 
gy, by introducing their Tracts into common 
schools. The following is an outline of the 
proceedings against him. 

“ Legislature of New York.—Among the 
petitions presented to the legislature on Mon- 
day, (Jan. 31,) was one from sundry inhabitants 
of the town of Lebanon, Madison county, pray- 
ing that J. V. N. Yates, Esq. the superintend- 
ant of common schools be removed, on the 
ground that he has lent his official sanction to 
the introduction of tracts into the schools, at the 
solicitation of the tract society ; the petitioners 
setting forth that the tracts have a pernicious 
tendency towards giving the clergy an undue in- 
fluence on society in general, and the rising 
generation particular! y.” 

Secretary Yates has addressed a communi- 
cation to James Tallmage, president of the Sen- 
ate, to be submitted to the committee whohave 
the Lebanon petition in charge. The result of 
this business will show the strength of the two 
parties—that of the Presbyterian clergy and the 
people, in the important state of New York. If 
the former prevail, no future efforts to withstand 
their influence can be expected to prove suc- 
cessful. Below is given a communication from 
one of the memorialists at Lebanon, which will 
serve to show the interest which is felt on this 
‘subject, and the proceedings of Mr. Secretary 
| Yates, and of the Tract Society. 


From the Hamilton (N. ¥.) Recorder. 

To the Public.—The answer or rather eva- 
ston of Mr. Secretary Yates to the Lebanon me- 
morial requesting his removal from office, has 
just come to hand, and will be seen in this pa- 

er. 

‘ It is merely my object here to present the 
| public with some leading hints apom-this sub- 
ject, reserving a more full view for a’ future oc- 
|casion. It is well known in this vicinity by 
ors (though all are not yet apprised ef the 
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licity. Waiting for the adoption, to wit, the redem. | 
y r 


tion of our body. Pom, viii. 25. This is the ho» « 
and firm expectation of those, who have secn a. 
tasted that the Lord is gracious. Thus adoption 
means nothing more than putting a person into the 
possession of the heavenly inheritance, which was 
always designed for him; or causing a sinful crea- 
ture to see and taste, ina degree, of the privileges of 
God’s children. 
REMARKS. 

Adoption is a great blessing. It dispels ovr 
doubts and fears, confurms us, in a degree, to the 
divine will, persnades us to live soberly, righteously, 
and godly in the present life, and cnables us to re- 
joice with joy unspeakable and full of glory. it is 
that, which makes the difference im the conduct 
of men; enabling some to shine as lights, and to 
glorify their father, who is in heaven; while others 
are groping in darkness, and blaspheming their 
God and Saviour. It puts its possessor into the 
possession of peace and joy, imelining hitn to love, 
adore, and sdmire his Creator, and to be kind and 
mercifu) towards men: to fuor~ive Chemies, and, as 
far as in him lies, to live peaccably with all man- 
kind. This is the prevailing temper of him, whe is 
made acquainted with the truth; who knoweih that 
his Redeemer liveth, and, who ts persuaded that 
Christ has tasted death for him; so that with Paul 
he can sav Christ loved me, and gave himseif for 





me. Our subject further teaches us that the ac- 
complishincnt of adoption is after men cxist: but 
the design and purpose of God thus to adopt st.cul 
men, was from eternity. Hence as all menare ure 
nosed for reconciliation, by lim, who has de gied 
to reconcile all things to himself; it wall follow that | 
al] men are aduptcd in the divine pur, wse.—Epivor. 
For the Gospel Advorate. 
* You shall an! vou shan’t, sou con and you can’t, 
“You'll be dam’d if you do, and be dam’d if you dont. 

The Calvinistic doctrine of © election and re- | 
probation,” hatched and brought torth in the 
dark ages of monks and friars, lazy priests and 
superstition, one would think would not be 
preached in the light of heaven, at tne present | 
day. It shonld only pass with the trumpery 
whichaccompanied itat its birth: the holiress of | 
a toe nail, and the efficacy of a lock of hair. to 
work miracles, are its fit associates, and with 
them it should have been consigued to the man- 
sions below. 

In this country, we have a right to believe or 
disbelieve transubstautiation—we have a right 
to say whether we believe a priest competent to | 
create ont of dough “the Lord of Lords and 
King of Kings.”” Whether by a few holy grins 
and lowings and twistings of the lips he car. 
transform the bread and wine into the real body 
and blood of Christ Jesus. We have also a 
right to examine “holy writ,” and for ourselves 
construe its meaning : moreover,we have a right 
to give money to thie priest, or let it ulove: on 
all these things we have a right to act without 
fear of a whipping-post or the gallows. 

The day of bigotry and priest craft is passing 
apace, and with it mzuy ef the notions once 
considered the Christian’s creed. The doctrine 
of election and reprobation, has perhaps a more 
secure foothold than almost any other error.— 
Its professors are extremely numerous, when we 
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consider the vast number of Mahometans why 
are among its firmest adherents. In this 
country I believe it has passed its meridian, and 
will ere long descend the western horizon. — Jig 
downward course would be greatly accelerated 
did its advocates proclaim it in its purity:;— 
Aware, however, of the darkness on which jt js 
built, they seldom gratify their hearers with 
“did bit,” served up after the fashion of Joh, 
Calvin. Notwithstanding this apparent celica. 
cy and wariness, the inhabitants of a village 
where a recent revival took place, were gratified 
with a precious morsel trom the hands of a 
stranger, who grossly misjudged the poltes of 
bis audience, and came near putting a copper 
on the revival, When the late subjects of hone, 
conviction and despair looked rovad about and 
saw the mystery in whieu they were about to 
be engul) hed, they drew back. Meat is too 
strong for babes. he preacher was of the old 
Calvinistic school—bat even hiniself durst only 
diaw the outlines of this mystery of InN stories: 
io the audience he gave-the privilege of filling 
up the blank ‘ 

‘To suppose the Almighty the anthor of a doe- 
trine which declares Mim to create innumerable 
beings, for the express purpose and wits an 
eternal aud wnakierable intention of POPU. 


LATING TELL. is too heinous for a feeling 


mind. The Devil in their creed has the honor 


i of taking and converting to his own purposes a 


all besides Calvinists!! 


| In this he acts as an agent for the Almighty, 


who made him for that purpose. aud e,aciously 


' receives the gratuitous gifts «of his Creator.— 


Morcover the poor Devi) hiunself was created to 
take charge ef the miser. ble hinedom prepared 


‘to be populated by the author of all KINDNEss, 


IMPARTIALITY, AND LOVE. 

This is the substance of Calvinism, “ pare 
and undefiled’: if it appear too gross for the 
mind of the reader, he must remem!er, that it 
its native de- 
formity. JAMES. 
FOR THE GOSPEL ADVOCATE. 

There is one very common practice of the 
clergy who hold to the doctrine of the endless 
damnation of infants, which ts peculiarly unfor- 
tunate. It is acustom they have of urging that 
in favor of their positions which they have seen 
refuted, and must therefore know is not evi 
dence in favor of their positions. [tis admil- 
ted to be a correct rule for discussien, never to 
bring an objection a second time, until after you 
have rebutted the argunients which vour oppo- 
nent urged against that objection when you first 
presented it. The public are often insulted 
from the pulpit, in violation of this rule, by the 
class of clergymen [ huve enumeraced; and the 
fact is the more to be lameuted from its occur- 
ring in that place, since it has a tendency to 
create distrust and suspicicn, in the minds of 
the hearers, upon points where, perhaps, none 
existed before. 
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A case in point has recently occurred, which | fast as a new succession is made; the present 


will serve to illustrate this position. 


spring of 1823, the Rev. Mr. Squier, a Calvin- 


In the | moment is all, that we can have at once; Lut 


by the use and exercise of reasc p during the pas- 


istic clergyman of this village, at that time, | sing moments of time, a fund of knowledge may 


chose for a text, Matthew xxv. 46, with a view 
to refute the doctrine of God’s impartial good- 
That text, the preacher contended, was ; mains that the knowledge of the present may be 


ness. 


to be understood as applicable to some point of | added. 


! . . . 
be obtained, which does not recede as new ideas 
advance ; but the knowledge of the past re- 


Thus happy is the man, who, by the 


time which is yet future, according to the appli- | improvement of time and reason, getteth under- 
’ f 


cation which some have often made of it before. 
Such a reading can never be maintained, nor, 
unless I am much mistaken, will any attempt 
its defence. As a proof of which I may state, 
that in this paper, on the 11th of April, 1825, 
that sermon of Mr. Squier was noticed, and his 
application of the text so completely destroyed 
as to satisfy all who looked at the subject, that 
he was in error, and that the time of the fulfil- 
ment of that scripture, was during the then pre- 
sent generation. So satisfied were the people 
of the village, upon this point, that they gave it 
up, by common consent, (except the few who 
refuse ever to enquire) and admitted that the 
clergyman was in error. 

Many, who were satisfied upon that occasion, 
that the 25th chapter of Matthew has ao allu- 
sion to a time now future, were present when 
the successor to Mr. Squier, the present incum- 
bent, gave, some weeks since, a lecture from 
a part of the same chapter, in which he urged 


the same application of the text which Mr. ' 


Squier had done! They were astonished, that a 
man whose learning and knowledge are said to 
be great, should thus err, in. so plain a case, 
and before an audience who had so recently 


had occasion to examine the subject—and they - 


did not repress their feelings of surprise. I 
confess [I was quite at a loss for the preacher’s 
motive when I heard him name his text where 
he did, and still more so when I saw, in the 
course of his arguments, that he omitted entireiy 
the connexions of his text. which positivelyconfine 
its meaning to a point of time that has now been 
past more than 1700 years! Now I say, with- 
out fear of refutation, that no man can defend 
the application of these clergymen’s texts, to 
continue still future so long as they admit the 
trath of the bible. But, says the reader, the 
clergy must be able to defend that position, or 
surely they never would assume it. ‘To this I 
answer, neither of them can defend it, nor can 
any other man ;-and t leave the public to search 
for the motive that induces them to preach such 
error, While they will not run the risk of at- 
yempting to prove it true. V. 





TIME AND REASON. 

What is more precious than time? what en- 
dowment is preferable to reason ? 
without an opportunity for its exercise would be 
useless 3 and time without Treason could not use- 
fully be employed. Time is said to be moneu ; 


Strasburg. 


standing. O time! O knowledge! ye are more 
precious than gold.—Eprror. 





As the adherents of John Calvin are unwearied 
in their endeavors to exouerate him from the 





a 





“ damning charge” of having procured the 
murder of Servetus, we publish: the following: 
From Rees’ Introduction to the Racovian 
Catechism. 
BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCH OF 
MICHAEL SERVETUS. 


Michael Servetus* was born in 1509, at Vil- 


‘lanuevain Arragon, where his father exercised 


‘the profession of public notary. 


After having 
passed with extraordinary success through the 
customary routine of juvenile instruction, he 
was sent to the university of Thoulouse tostudy 
the canon law. During the three years he pas- 
sed in tuis celebrated seat of learning, he devot- 
ed a large portion of his time to the critical pe- 
rusal of the Scriptures, an employmentto which 
he was probably excited by the spread of the 
Reformetion, and which eventually led to his 
renunciation of the prevailing opiniow concern- 
ing the Trinity. Apprehending that in France 
he could not with safety pursue his theological 
inquiries, or give publicity to his own convic- 
tions, he removed, in 1530, to Basil in Switzer- 
land, where he obtained the esteem and friend- 
ship of the most eminent of the reformed clergy 
in that city. Having given these divines credit 
for more enlarged views and more liberal spirit 
than they had imbibed, he made no scruple of 
avowing to them the opinions he had been led 
to embrace. But he soon decovered that they 
were as little disposed as the Catholics to extend 
toleration to any who pursued their speculations 
further than themselves ; his friend Ecolanpa- 
dius having tasen occasion in some letters 
which he addressed to him, to upbraid him in 
no very gentle terms with the heresy of his sen- 
timents. Finding himself thas under onpleas- 
ant restraiat, Where he had looked for freedom, 
he quitted Basil in 1530 or 1531, and went to 
in the latter year, and shortly af- 
ter his arrival in this city, he published his first 


'work on the Trinity vader the following title— 


Yet reason , 


it is not a large sum enjoyed at omce; but it is . 


a constant succession of money, which is lost as | 





* His Spanish paine was Se vedo; sometimes he 
called biniself Peves,a word formed by the transpo- 
sition of some of the le'ters of his original surname.— 
Occasionally it is found written Renes: but this is an 
evident error of the press, the letter uv beiig mistaken 
form. At the latter part of his life he called himself 
Michael Villanovenus, or simply Villapovanus, from 
the place of his birth. 
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“The Errors of the Doctrine of the Trinity ; 
in seven books. By Michael Servetus, other- 
wise Reves, of Arragon in Spain.” It was print- 
ed at Haguenau in Alsace, by John Seccer for 
Conrad Rouse, a booksellerof Strasburg, to 
whom Servetus had given his manuscript at Bas- 
il. The appearance of this book produced a 
very powerful sensation among the leaders of 
the Reformation, who embraced every opportu- 
nity to hold it up to public execration as muca, 
apparently, from the dread of being charged by 
their Catholic adversaries with holding the o- 
pinions of the author, as from their real abhor- 
rence of the tenets it advocated. Bucher, who 
resided at Strasburg, is stated to have declared 
publicly to his congregation, that the writer de- 
served to have his intestines torn from his body. 

Servetus, not deeming himself secure at 
Strasburg while this storin raged, returned in 
the same year to Basil; but finding Ecolanpa- 
dius most highly incensed against him for his re- 
cent publication, he took his departure for Ly- 
ons. On his way he passed through Hague- 
nau, where, in 1532, he published, with his 
name as before, his second work, entitled, Dia- 
logues concerning the ‘Trinity ; in two books. 
Four chapters concerning the Reign of Christ. 
{t is affirmed that, in orderto obtain pe:mis- 
sion to quit Basil unmolested, he had promised 
to publish a recantation. This promise he art- 
fully contrived to fulfilin words, in the preface 
to the latter work, in the first sentence of which 
he states that he retracted all that he had writ- 
ten in his seven books against the received doc- 
trine of the Trinity,—not, however, he proceeds 
to intimate, because what he had written was 
false, but because it was imperfect. 

On his settlement at Lyons, Servetus, in or- 
derto escape persecution, took the name of 
Villanovanus, from his birth place. After a 
residence of three vears in this city he went to 
Paris, where he applied himself to the study of 
medicine with sv much success that lie soon ob- 
tained his degree of doctor, and was admitted 
one of the public lecturers at the university.— 
From Paris he returned to Lyons. Here he 
was occupied in superintending the press of the 
Trechselii, celebrated printers of that place, for 
whom he edited anedition of Ptolemy’s Geog- 
raphy, which was published in 1535, and again 
in 1542 ;—and also an edition of Pagnius’ Bible 
in Hebrew, with an interlined Latin translation 
which appeared in 1542. In 1544 heremoved 
his residence to Vienne in Dauphiny, where he 
practised as a physician, and enjoyed the friend- 
ship and patronage of the archbishop of the 
» province, to whom he dedicated the sccond e- 
‘dition of Ptolemy’s Geography. 

After his settlement at Vienne, Servetus en- 
tered into a cogrespondence with Calvin, then 
residing at Geneva. In the letters which pass- 
edn this occasion, both the learned combat- 
‘ents displayed considerable warmth ard acri- 
mony of spirit in the defence of their respective 
theological systems ; and the freedom with 


which Servetus arraigned the tenets of the Re. 
former laid the foundation of that implacable 
resentment to which he ultimately owed his ry- 
in ; for Calvin scrupled not to avow that he 
would be satisfied with no atonement for this 
attack upon his creed short of the death of his 
adversary, should the disposal of his life be ey. 
erin his power.* While things were in this 
state Servetus committed to the press his last 
and most celebrated work, intitled “ Christiani- 
tv Restored.” It was printed in 1553 at Vien. 
ne, by Balthazar Armoilet, but neither the place 
nor the printer’s name appears ia the title page: 
nor was the author’s name attached to this pub- 
lication ; the letters M.S. V. standing for Mi. 
chael Servetus Villanovanus, are however pla- 
ced attheend. Calvin was in possession of the 
secret that Servetus was the writer of this ob. 
noxious book, acopy of it having been for- 
warded to him by the author. By means of a 
young man named William Trie,a native of 
Lyons. then residing at Geneva in consequence 
of having embraced the reformed religion, he 
procured some sheets of it to be conveyed to 
France, and put into the hands of the inquisitor 
at Lyons, with an intimation that the author 
was in his neighborhood. He afterwards sent 
several of the ietters which, in the course of a 
confidential correspondence, he had received 
from Servetus, in order to furnish additional ey- 
idence to convict him of heresy and blasphemy. 
On the ground of these documents Servetus was 
arrested at Vienne, and committed to prison ; 
whence, however, he soon efiected his escape. 
After his flight he was tried, convicted, and 
sentenced to the stake: his books were com- 
mitted to the flames, and himself burnt in effigy. 

Servetus escaped early in the month of June, 
1553. His intention was to proceed to Naples ; 
and with this view, after wandering for some 
time, he went to Geneva, where he was tecog- 
nised in the month of August, and at the insti- 
gation of Calvin committed to prison. Various 
attempts have been made by the apologists of 
the Reformer to remove from him the foul stig- 
ma of being the author of his adversary’s arrest; 
but, in truth, Calvin himself never denied or 
disguised the fact. On the contrary, he express- 
ly avows it in more than one of his printed 
works, and takes the credit to himself for hav- 
ing thus acted towards a man whose principles 
he held in abhorrence, and whom, on more than 
one eccasion, he thought fit to brand with th: 
opprobrious epithet of dog.* 





* Calvin, writing in 1546 to Viret, minister o! 
Lausanne, uses these words: Seruets wishes to com 
hither ; if he should come Iwill never suffer him to go 
away safe. See Book, Vol. ii. p. 360. 


+ Calvin, in his works Fidel. Expos. Serveti Erro- 
rum, thus avows the part he acted in this transaction’ 
** All the proceedings ofour senate are ascribed to 
me : and indeedIJ do not dissemble that he (Serve- 
tus) was thrown into prison through my interference 
and advice. Asit was necessd#ry according to the 





laws of the state that he should be charged with some 
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Servetus, on being taken into custody, was 
deprived of the property he had about him, 
which was of considerable amount, and thrown, 
like acommon malefactor, into a damp, squal- 
id, and noisome dungeon. Proceedings were 
immediately instituted against him for his al- 
leged blasphemies. ‘The accusations were pre- 
ferred by Nicholas de Ja Fontaine, a person re- 
siding in Calvin’s House, either in a menial sit- 
uation, or for the benefit of his instruction ; but 
the real prosecutor, as was manifested in the 
course of the trial, was the Reformer himself. 
Servetus repelled the whole of the charges with 
great firmness, and openly avowed himself the 
author of the writings that were stated to con- 
tain the heretical opinions for which he was 
arraigned. His trial proved exceedingly tedi- 
ous and vexatious, and lasted from the 14th of 
August to the 26th of October, when, a majori- 
ty of his judges having decided against him, he 
was condemned to be burnt to death by.a slow 
fire. 

If Servetus cannot be commended for the 
temper with which he sometimes replied to his 
accuser, it is impossible to view without feelings 
of disgust, mingled with deep concern, the man- 
ner in which Calvin acted during the whole of 
these iniquitous proceedings ; and particularly 
observe the savage tone of exultation with which, 
immediately after his conviction, he stated toa 
triend the efects produced upon his victim by 
the communication of his sentence. “ But lest 
idle scoundrels should glory in the insane obsti- 
nacy of tae man, as in a martyrdom, there ap- 
peared in his death a beastly stupidity ; whence 
it might be concluded, that on the subject of re- 
ligion he never was in earnest. When the sen- 
tence of death had been passed upon him he 
stood fixed, now as one astounded ; now he 
sighed deeply ; and now he howled like a ma- 
niac ; and at length he just gained strength e- 
nough to bellow out after the Spanish manner, 
Misericordia! Misericordia /’ The truth, 
however, is, that Servetus bore his fate at this 
trying season with great firmness and serenity, 
disturbed indeed, occasionally, by the view of 
the terrific apparatus which was preparing for 
lis execution. He never wavered in his reli- 
gious faith. When exhorted onthe last morn- 
ing by Farell, the minister of Neufchatel, and 
the friend of Calvin, who was appointed to at- 
tend him, to return to the doctrine of the Trini- 
ty, he calmly requested his monitor to convince 
him by one plain passage of scripture, that 
Christ was calledthe Son of God before his 
birth of Mary. 





crime, I admit that Iwasthus far the author of the 
transaction.” Writing to Sultzerus, he observes,— 
‘** When at last he was driven here by his evil desti- 
ny, one of the syndics, at my instigation, ordered him 
to be committed to prison: for I donot dissemble 
that I deemed it my duty to restrain as much as lay in 
my power a man who was worse than obstinate and 
ungovernable, lest the infection should spread more 
widely,” 





The day following that whereon sentence 
had been passed upon himhe was led to the 
stake, praying, ““ O God, save my soul; O thou 
Son of the eternal God, have mercy on me.”— 
In order to aggravate his sufferings he was sur- 
rounded by green faggots, which, after half an 
hour of excruciating tortures, completed the 
work of death. In the same fire was burnt, at- 
tached to his body, his last book, Christianity 
Reviewed. Thus perished Servetus at the age 
of forty-four, ina Protestant state, for exerci- 
sing that right of private judgment in the for- 
mation of his religious opinions, which his per- 
secutors had themselves acted upon in dissent- 
ing from the Church of Rome ! 





FROM THE PHILADFLPHIA REFORMER. 


SECRETARY YATES, 
AND NEW YORK TRACT SOCIETY. 
It appears that Secretary J. V. N. Yate, su- 

perintendant of common schools in the state of 
New York, has brought himself into difficulty in 
consequence of lending his aid to serve the cler- 
gy, by introducing their Tracts into common 
schools. The following is an outline of the 
proceedings against him. 

“ Legislature of New York.—Among the 
petitions presented to the legislature on Mon- 
day, (Jan. 31,) was one from sundry inhabitants 
of the town of Lebanon, Madison county, pray- 
ing that J. V. N. Yates, Esq. the superintend- 
ant of common schools be removed, on the 
ground that he has lent his official sanction to 
the introduction of tracts into the schools, at the 
solicitation of the tract society ; the petitioners 
setting forth that the tracts have a pernicious 
tendency towards giving the clergy an undue in- 
fluence on society in general, and the rising 
generation particular! y.” 

Secretary Yates has addressed a communi- 
cation to James Tallmage, president of the Sen- 
ate, to be submitted to the committee whohave 
the Lebanon petition in charge. The result of 
this business will show the strength of the two 
parties—that of the Presbyterian clergy and the 
people, in the important state of New York. If 
the former prevail, no future efforts to withstand 
their influence can be expected to prove suc- 
cessful. Below is given a communication from 
one of the memorialists at Lebanon, which will 
serve to show the interest which is felt on this 
i subject, and the proceedings of Mr. Secretary 
| Yates, and of the Tract Society. 


From the Hamilton (N. ¥.) Recorder. 


To the Public—The answer or rather eva- 
ston of Mr. Secretary Yates to the Lebanon me- 
morial requesting his removal from office, has 
just come to hand, and will be seen in this pa- 

er. 
: It is merely my object here to present the 
| public with some leading hints apom-this sub- 
ject, reserving a more full view for a’ future oc- 
poe It is well known inthis vicihity by 








many, (though all are not yet apprised ef the 
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facts) that the said Secretary of State, and act- 
ing Superintendant of common schools, did, a- 
bout the last of July 1824, issue a circular, of- 
ficially recommending the introduction of tracts 
as premiums, into all the common schools of the 
state, and particularly by introducing to the 
schools a tract, entitled ‘* The Pensioner, and 
his Daughter Jane,” as a specimen of tracts to 
be hereatter issued for the use of the schools,by 


the N. Y¥. State Tract Society ;—that the said | 
munication from the Tract Society, in the Alba- 


circular was printed upon the cover of the spe- 
cimen tract ; that the cover of the same tract 
contained a public communication from the 
Tract Society, suggesting and puffing a plan of 
common school celebrations as devised by the 
Rey. Dr. Proudfit of Salem—suggesting like- 
wise a new mode of raising money to buy pre- 
miums and reward-books for the schuiars, ‘by 
scliing tickets of admission to spectators at the 
projected celebrations—and adding an adver- 
tisement briefly informing us that the, expect 
to furnish the said premiums and reward-books, 
at certain prices. It is also known, (though not 
by all) that on the 1st of August last, the said 
Secretary, &c. issued another circular, of cial- 
ly recommending the celebrations, tracts, ad- 
mission tickets, &c. that the recommendation of 
both circulars are in the most puffing style, and 
not content with bestowing all this official influ- 
ence upon the projects of the tract society, he 
accompames the last circular with a formal set 
of instructions, “ officially directing” (as thie 
tract society cali it) the school and town officers 
throughout the state to establish common school 
celebrations “ in each town containing a church 
or public place of divine worship,”—and a- 
mong other things to be then and there done 
and performed, to “ establish religious exer- 
cises” in such manner as_ they shall please to 
direct. ; 
Thongh all these instructions are in the most 
commanding style, it was doubted by some, 
whether the Secretary really intended them as 
obligatory upon the ground that he must be a 
man of too much sense, to think of giving the 
law and Constitution so unbounded a@ stretch. 
To satisfy this query, and some others, a part 
of the board of school officers in Lebanon wrote 
him avery pertinent letter upon the subject, 
showing that the inhabitants of that town were 
decidedly opposed to the celebrations, and to 
adoptirg the use of religious tracts in the schools, 
and determined not to comply with his instrac- 
tions or recommendations, and proposing a few 
decent inquiries. At this the Secretary flounc- 
es—seizes the offensive letter—writes upon ita 
crusty answer, and returns it again to the right- 
ful owners. In this answer he says, “ I never 
did recommend religious nor sectarian tracts,” 
grumbles about the * style” and “ matter” of 
their communication—refuses to answer the 
questions, and winds up with, “ Your letter is 
returned until I shail hear from your towe in a 
manner fully official.” The thing was done—. 
the self same rascally epistle was transcribed, 








signed * in a manner fully officiai,” and again 
transmitted to the superintendant—He now toes 
the mark, and in his official answer declares, 
that he considers his instructions as obligatory, 
and intimates that the neglect or refusal to com- 
ply, is subject to penalty,to be inflicted or with- 
held at his discretion ; but still dodges the sub- 
jectof “religious tracts” by clinging to the 
term * moral tracts.” 

In the mean time, along comes a new com- 


ny Gazette, in which, boldly avowing their in- 
tentions with respect to our common schools, 
“they do not stop short,’’they say, “ of seeing 
their tracts in the hands of every child that 
can read in the state,” and with sundry other 
things, too numerous to mention here, do not 
hesitate to boast of the “ strong” assistance and 
support of the Secretary of State in their pro- 
posed measures, expressly calling their works 
** religious tracts,” and exhibiting, in the most 
fulmimating style of pulpit denunciation, their 
sectarian character. In short, this last com- 
munication ofthe Tract Society, together with 
the correspondence above mentioned, has elicit- 
ed a flood of light, which convinces the most 
doubting. A few of the scattered rays have 
been collected in an appendix to the memorial, 
and just forwarded to the legislature with the 
accompaning documents. 

In relation tothe Secretary’s answer to the 
memorial, addressed to the Senate, there is mere- 
ly time to remark, that we never charged him 
with “ directing” (as he pleases to call it) or 
commanding the use of tracts.—This is mere 
subterfuge—an_ intimation totally confounding 
the subject of complaint. His quibbling use of 
the word “ moral” he will find fully answered 
in the appéndix. That he “ directed” or com- 
manded the establishment of Celebrations, with 
religious exercises, is no longer to be doubted, 
and it is equally plain, that under the wing of 
that command, lie has labored to introduce the 
tracts of a certain religious or sectarian socie- 
ty by another flagrant abuse of official influ- 
ence—his official recommendation. 

The details will probably soon be before the 
public, and those who, from want of sufficient 
information on this subject have been silent, will 
then be better able to judge of the abundant 
justice of our (or rather the peoples’) cause, and 
decide for themselves. 

One of the Memorialists. 


Feb. 7, 1825. 


EXTRACT. 

Trug religion gives an engaging delicacy to 
our manners, which education of nature may 
mimic but never attain to. A sense of our infir- 
mities, and insufficiency makes us modest. A 
sense of divine presence makes us decent and 
sincere. <A sense of divine goodness and mer- 
cy, makes us obliging and compassionate. A 
sense of our immortality makes us cheerful ana 
happy. ‘True religion expands itself over 
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the human frame, and conduct, and sheds light 
and beauty on all around us: at ease within 
ourselves, we cannot give others trouble: when 
the Master is God, the servant is godlike; and 
if our own conversation be on heaven, the graces 
of heaven will dwell on our lips, and shine forth 
in our actions. Religion, when it is sincerely 
embraced, gives consolation and patience to the 
sick ; joy to the penitent, strength tothe weak, 
sight to the blind, and life in death itself. 





EXTRACT. 

The world has nothing solid, nothing dura- 
ble; it is only a fashion, and a fashion that pas- 
seth away. ‘The tenderest friendships end.— 
Honors are specious titles, which time eflaces. 
Pleasures are amusements, which have only a 
lasting and painful repentance. Riches are 
torn from us by the violence of men, or escape 
us by their own instability. Grandeurs moul- 
der away of themselves ; and even Glory 
and reputation at length lose themselves in the 
abyss ef an eternal oblivion. So rolls the tor- 
rent of this world, whatever pains are taken to 
stop it. Every thing is carried away by a rap- 
id train of passing moments, and by continual 
revolutions, we arrive frequently, without think- 
ing of it, at that fatal point, where time finishes 
and eternity begins. Happy then, the christian 
soul, who obeying the divine precept, loves not 
the world por any thing that composes it, who 
Wisely uses it as a man, without irregularly clea- 
Ving to it as his end. Who knows how to re- 
joice without dissipation, to sorrow without des- 
pair, to desire without anxiety, to acquire, with- 
out injusiice, to possess without pride, and to 
lose without pain.» Happy yet farther the soul, 
who rising above itself, in spite of the body that 
encumbers it, remounts to its original, passes 
without pausing, beyond created things, and 
happily loses itself in the bosom of its creator. 





Zoroaster’s definition of the Supreme Being. 

“ ile js the first of incorruptibles, eternal, and 
not created 3 he is not composed of parts ; there 
is nothing like, or equal to him 5; he is the au- 
thor of every good, the sovereign disposer of all 
order, and of all beavty ; he cannot be corrupt- 
ed by presents ; he is the father of justice and 
of equity ; he derives his knowledge only from 
himself ; he is the source ef all wisdom, and 
sole author of ail nature.” 


ANECDOTE. 

A certain clergyman in great zeal exclaimed 
(in preaching to sinners of bis assembly). 
be a swift witness against you at the 
judgment! ! 





a lB 


day of 


rogue will turn state’s evidence. 
N. B. We may consistently forbear to blame 


the Paddy ‘or his trite remark, since the pride, 
cloaked under the clergyman’s declaration, must 


(as a sin) equal the sins of any of his hearers.— | 
Proud men fall, while humble men stand. 





| 
ality, consists in being able to hide his sins; 


/palm of worldly religion. 
' ously describes a man, who, without having the 
‘inward Call, was desirous of being thought as 
| religious as the rest of his neighbors of those 







































OF THE MAMMON OF UNRIGHTEOUSNESS. 
To make friends of the mammon of unrigh- 
teousness, is to profit by the knowledge of good- 
ness and truth, which are possessed even by the 
unrighteous. It may likewise extend to the 
_ charitable use of gold and silver; for in every 
benevolent action to our neighbor, we insure our 
, present happiness. 
The children of Israel borrowed of the Egyp- 
| tians, when they departed from them, jewels of 
gold, and jewels of silver, and garments, which 
was representative of making friends of the 
mammon of unrighteousness. Gold signifies 
spiritual good, silver signifies spiritual truth, and 
garments signify natural truths ; and the jewels 
signify the knowledge of that good and truth. 








Dr. Franklin.—The late Dr. Franklin con- 
cludes a letter to his friend, G. Whatley, esq. 
(written May 18, 1787) in the following words: 

* You are now 78, and I am 82—You tread 
fast upon my heels ; but though you have more 
strength and spirit, youcannot come up with 
me till I stop, which must be soon ; for I have 
grown so old as to have buried most of the 
frieuds of my youth ; and I now often hear per- 
sons, whom I knew when children, called old 
Mr. Such-a-one, to distinguish them from their 
sons, now men grown and in business: so that 
| by living twelve years beyond David’s period, 
| I seem to have intruded myself into the compa- 
‘ny of posterity, when I ovght to be abed and 
‘asleep. Yet, had I gone at 70, it would have 
cut off twelve of the most active years of my 
| life, employed too in matters of the greatest im- 
| portance ; but whether I have been doing good 
or inischief, is for time to discover. I only 
know that I intended well; and Lhope all will 
end well.” 





—— 


Religton.—The true secret of modern mo- 


‘and he who can do this with the greatest dex- 
terity and adroitness, is sure of carrying off the 
Milton very humor- 


times. “This man,” says he, “finds himself 
some factor, to whuse care and credit he may 
commit the whole managing of his religious af- 
fairs; some divine of note and estimation; and 
makes the person of that man his religion. He 





I shall, home at night, prays, is liberally supped, and 
_sumptuously laid asleep; rises, is saluted, and 
believe it, (said a Paddy who | 
was present.) for they all say, that the greatest | abroad, and leaves the kind entertainer in the 
| shop, trading all day without his religion.” 


entertains him—lodges him: his religion comes 












after being well breakfasted, his religion walks 


Harrisburg Conmonwealth. 





Therefore, if thine enemy hunger, feed him ; 
if he thirst, give him drink: for in se dving thou 
shalt heap coals of fire on his head. 
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—— 
POETRY. 


I will sing praise to thy name, O thou most High. 
=== —= 
DAILY DUTIES, DEPENDENCE, 

JOYMENT. | 
‘“* For whether we live, we live unto the Lord; and 

whether we die, we die unto the Lord; whether, we 
live, Ss, or die, we are the Lord’s..—Rom. 
xiv. 8. 

When, streaming from the eastern skies, 

The morning light salutes my eycs, 

O Sun of Righteousness divine, 

On me with beams of mercy shine ; 

Chase the dark clouds of guilt away, 

And turn my darkness into day. 
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When, to Heaven’s great and glorious king, 
My morning sacrifice I bring ; 

And, mourning o’er my guilt and shame, 
Ask mercy in my Saviour’s name ; 

Then, Jesus, sprinkle with thy blood, 

And be my advocate with God. 


As every day thy mercy spares 
Will bring its trials and its cares, 
O Saviour, till my life shall end, 
Be thou my counsellor and friend ; 
Teach me thy precepts, all divine, 
And be thy great example mine. 


When pain transfixes every part, 
And langor settles at the heart ; 
When, on my bed, diseased, opprest. 
{turp, and sigh, and long for rest ; 
O Great Physician! see my grief, 
And grant thy servant sweet relief. 


Should poverty’s consuming blow 
Lay all my worldly comforts low, 
And neither help nor hope appear, 
My steps to guide, my heart to cheer ; 
Lord! pity and supply my need, 

For thou, on earth, wast poor indeed. 


Should Providence profusely pour 
Its various blessings in my store, 

O keep me from the ills, that wait 
On such a seeming prosperous state : 
From hurtful passions set me free, 
And humbly may I walk with thee. 


When each day’s scenes and labors close, 
And wearied nature seeks repose, 

With pardoning mercy richly blest, 
Gusrd me, my Saviour, while I rest : 
And, as each morning sun shall rise, 

O lead me onward to the skies. 


And, at my life’s last setting sun, 

My conflicts o’er, my labors done ; 

Jesus, thine heavenly radiance shed, 

To cheer and bless my dying bed. 

And from death’s gloom my spirit raise, 

‘‘ To see thy face, and sing thy praise.” 
Christian Observer. 


HYMN. 
A PARAPHRASE ON ROMANS XIII. 12, 
Ye that indulge in slumber still, 
Rouse and exert each dormant power; 
Hear and obey his sovereign will, 
Whois your life frem hour to hour. 





Lo! the deep shades of night dissolve ; 
High in the east the morning beams; 
He, at whose word the heavens rewplve, 
Bids you awake from idle dreams. 


Turn to the light a grateful eye, 
Open to every kindling ray; 

O, may the truth illume your sky, 
Till the last shade has past away. 


Children of God, and heirs of light. 
Born for a high, a glorious end, 
Hate and avoid the deeds of night, 
Not for the world your God offend. 


Chaste and devout be every thought, 
Kind and sincere your every word, 

O be your lives without a blot, 

Sacred to Christ, your heavenly Lord. 


Thus, when the sun shall fade, 

And the fair heavens shal! cease to be. 
You shall enjoy a better day, 
Glowing to all eternity. 


THE CONSOLATION. 
As through time’s barren wilds I roam, 

With aching heart and visage sad: 
A lonely pilgrim, far from home, 

In nature’s scanty vestments clad ; 
Who shall my weary limbs sustain ? 
Who raise my head or sooth my pain? 
Who teach me Zion’s heights to rise ' 
Who clothe me in immortal guise ? 


When fearful poverty enihrals, 
When hate annoys, and friendship fails 
When danger’s vengeful frown appals, 
When faint despondency prevails, 
Who shail unfading riches give ? 
Who aid and counsel while I live? 
Who my eternal refuge prove? 
Who raise my hopes to joys above ° 


When disappointment sinks my soul, 
When pain and langor seize my frame, 

When care’s oppressive billows roll, 
When sin and sorrow boast their claim, 

Whose hand shall bind the broken heart? 

Who life and saving health impart? 

Who hush the storm to heavenly peace ? 

And speak my pardon and release ? 


My Saviour—God ! with thee the power, 
These mortal trials to remove, 

Or pluck from earth hope’s fading flower, 
And bid it bloom in climes above. 

Before thy altar, lo! I bow, 

To thee renew my sacred vow ; 

Renounce the world, thy counsel prize. 

And upward lift my waiting eyes. 


And the unfortunate man is viewed 

Through the dim shade his fate casts o’er him: 

A shade that spreads its evening o’er 

Its brightest virtues, while it shows his foibles 

Crowding and obvious as the midnight stars, 

Which in the sunshine of prosperity 

Never had been descried. CAMENS. 

—_———_—_—_—_—_ 
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